
 

 

 

Net Learning 
 

Governance and citizenship  

in the digital age 
 

 

NET LEARNING is an international UNESCO 

UNITWIN Network having as key and pivoting 

theme education. The project’s goal – entitled 

“Governance and citizenship in the digital age” – 

is to share good practices of education and train-

ing, setting a global discourse on education of cit-

izenship, to raise awareness and achieve a more 

effective rights’ protection, under the challenging 

and disruptive conditions created by the digital 

transformation. From the scientific point of view 

this is addressed through the analytical lenses 

and the methodologies provided by the following 

scholarly disciplines: sociology, law, political sci-

ence, anthropology, data science, management. 
 

 

For more information, visit: 

https://netlearning.hypotheses.org/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

We need to partner, 

share to learn and  

teach each other.  

 

We need to interlace our  

intelligence to ensure that  

we danse as in a chorus.  
 

 

 

 

 

ACADEMIC PARTNERS 
 

ENS Paris Saclay, France 
 

LUISS Business School Rome, Italy 
 

CES Coimbra, Portugal 
 

Leuven Centre for Global Governance 

Studies, Belgium 
 

Cyberjustice Laboratory, Canada 
 

CELAT, Laval, Canada 
 

IIE MSA, South Africa 
 

University of Champagnat, Argentina 
 

University of Science and Technology 

Beijing, China 
 

University of Kyoto, Japan 
 

University of Verona, Italy 
 

Erasmus Expertise, France 

 

 
INSTITUTIONAL PARTNERS 

 

OECD 
 

International Association of Judicial  

Independence and World Peace 
 

IIL 
 

International IDEA 
 

ARW 
 

IEDJA  
 

FORMED 

 
 

 

The picture is a derivative of "La danse" by Henri Matisse - State Her-

mitage Museum, Saint Petersburg, Russia, PD-US, https://en.wikipe-

dia.org/w/index.php?curid=3523871 

 

 



 

MAIN GOALS 
 

1. Make the digital a catalyzer of better policies and higher quality of civic life. 

2. Build on the effectiveness of the rule of law and lawfulness in the digital age. 

3. Place at the center the person, the human responsibility to act, the human vision to dream. 

 

 
 

POSSIBLE IMPACT, INTEGRATED CONTRIBUTION AND ADVANCEMENTS 
 

Digital governance: from a perceived responsiveness to an effective one 

 

NetLearning aims meeting the need for a sound, objective, plural, and inclusive frame where the 

citizenship can profit of the digital and computational technologies under conditions of full re-

spect of individual fundamental rights and in the prospect of more fairness, more satisfaction, 

and more awareness.  

 

From the conceptual point of view, NetLearning is an international and interdisciplinary action 

belonging to the field of the responsiveness-oriented strategies adopted by public institutions 

to meet the needs of citizens and to develop the trust they can award to decision making systems 

– traditional as well as digitalized or hybrid in their nature – used to deliver public goods and to 

enforce common rules. In the specific field of the governance and citizenship in the age of the 

digital transformation, the “responsiveness” is operationalized as: 

 

 awareness of citizens about the potential and the risks; 

 trust toward the institutions; 

 civic engagement into digital governance; 

 civic engagement to a pluralistic and transparent method to govern the digital transfor-

mations; 

 expectations for citizens to have their rights protected afterward the introduction of semi-

automated mechanisms of public services delivering, rule enforcement based on digital plat-

form, digital divide creating potential inequalities and discriminations.   

 

These are strongly and deeply linked to the cultural dimension of the processes of collective life. 

However, by endorsing this angle NetLearning does not accept a culturalist vision of social be-

haviors. It is rather on the cognition and the representation that citizens have of the digital, of 

their rights and of their duties under the new umbrella of digital governance, that NetLearning 

aims to impact in order to create positive conditions and to catalyze effective mechanisms of 

responsiveness. This means building seriously and deeply on the awareness by a comprehensive 

set of training and educating actions touching upon the entire lifelong trajectory, covering young 

generations as well as stakeholders and legal experts.  

 

NetLearning engages into the promotion of a “research-education and training design – policy 

advising” integrated collaboration. In the first stage, the network will take stock of the re-

search carried on by the partners, in order to design evidence based and empirically oriented 

education and training modules for young generation about three key topics: trust, fairness, rule 

of law. Secondly, NetLearning promote mutual learning among partners and countries as to the 

programs and the methods used to train experts in both sectors that turn out key for a people-

centered approach to digital governance: law and technology.  

 

These actions, research, and training design will be made effective and durable by the activities 

carried on to disseminate and to build a people oriented international discourse on digital gov-

ernance. The interplay between research, education and training design, and dissemination/ad-

vocacy is portrayed in the figure below.  

 



 

 
 

 
 

WORK PLAN 

 
 
 

FOUR INTERCONNECTED WORKING GROUPS 
 

 
 

 


